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St. Luke, Chap. x. part of the 41ſt and u 2d 


i Verſes. 


And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, Martha, Mu 
tha, Thou art careful and troubled about ma 
things, but one thing is needful. 


T is hard to aſſign a more ſubſtantial Reaſon, fol 
the general Indiſference among Chriſtian Profeſſors 
in relation to the Duties and Offices of Religion, tha 
that Carefulneſs and Sollicitude which they utually em 
ploy, in the Management and Diſpoſal of their Worl/d| 
Concernments: Th:zs diverts them from the Purſuit o 
a more eſtimable Object; and by ſpending all their fer 
vour upon Things of ſmall value, leaves nothing be 
hind but Coldnefs or Lukewarmneſs, for that which re 
— and deſerves their moſt earneſt Application. / 
roceeding ſo irrational and unaccountable as this 
cannot poſſibly be grounded upon any other Foundas 
tion, but the wrong Notions which are commonly en- 
tertained of the Advantages of this World, and thoſeWi 
of a better: Whilſt the nearneſs of the former, make 
us look upon thoſe as great and conſiderable ; and the 
diſtance ot the latter, gives them an Appearance little 
and contemprzble. Our Saviour therefore, being deſirou 
to root out an Error, fo pernicious and deſtructive tc 
real Piety, and to that Zeal which is requiſite to re 
commend our weak Performances; endeavours to con- 
vince us in the words of my Text, That the Things 0 
this World, which we uſually proſecute with ſuch Indu- 
ſtry and Care, are uſeleſs, empty, and inſignificant, 
if compared with the more ſolid Advantages of Re 
gion; which is the only thing indifpenſably neceſlary 
in order to the Attainment of true Felicity. The oc- 
ca ſion of theſe Words was the Complaint of Marth 
chat while ſhe was attending upon the augen 
. | | ues 
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42d to her Houſe; her Siſter Mary ſat ſtill at his Feet, 

d liſtened to the weighty Doctrines which he deli- 
red: Her ſerious Attention to thoſe Divine Truths, 
ich were of everlaſting Moment and Importance, 
ing looked upon by her as a leſs neceflary Empioy- 
ent, than that Care of the Family in which ſhe was 
nverſant. And therefore our Saviour, tho? he does 
t wholly diſcommend a becoming Regard to Tem- 


n, foÞral Affairs, yet blames her Eagerneſs and Anxiety in 
eſlorWch Particulars; and her preferring them before ſuch 
„ thahiritual Entertainments, as were more eminently 
y emWeful and advantageous. Martha, Martha, lays he, 
Vorld|e repeats her Name to ſhew the earneſtneſs of his 
ſuit oeprebenſion) Thou art careful and troubled about m 

ir feige, but one thing is needful. In my following Dit- 


ng beWurſe, upon which Words, I ſhall inſiſt upon the Proof 
ch re thele three Propofitions. 
on. AI. I ſhall ſhew that a Religious Converſation, is the only 
this ing indiſpenſably neceflary, in order to the Attain- 
ndaWWent of true Felicity: This is the one thing needful. 
ly en II. I ſhall prove, that the greateſt and moſt uſual 
| thoſeWinderance of a Religious Converſation, is the being roo 
makesFuch troubled and careful about worldly Things. 
1d the III. I ſhall examine, how far we may attend to the 
e littlemgs of this World, without ſuffering them to preju- 
eſirousſſce a Religious Converſation. 
tive toff i. Then I ſhall ſhew that a Religious Converſation is 
to re-We only thing indiſpenſably neceflary, in order to the 
o con-ftainment of true Feli 
Jngs 0 
Indu- 
ficant, 
f Kell 
ceflary 
he oc- 
Harth 
erous 


ueſts, 


t few are ſo fortunate as to attain to; becauſe they 
nerally place it in the Poſſeſſion of ſuch Things, as 
e not of themſelves able to impart it; and by thus 
Wing the Road at their firſt ſetting out, they pro- 
te nothing more by all their Pains and Travail, but 
being ſtill farther from their Journey's end. Thus 
ne hope to find it in Riches or in Honours, and are 
nderfully Induftrious Fy the purſuit of them bus 
$ 15 


xefts, which the Preſence of our Saviour had brought 


ty. 
Happineſs is a Purchafe which all Men aim at, and 
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find their Expectations moſt miſerably deceived ; thy 
are ſatisfied with them leſs in the Quarry than in t 
Chafe ; and Happineſs is as diſtant from them as it v 
before: Others there are who ſeek after it in t 
Fleaſures of Senſe, and the Allowance of a full ſwing 
their Brutal Appetites; till they are convinc'd, by | 
Experience, of the Emptineſs of theſe Enjoyment 
they feel them to be attended with Sorrow and b 


eaſinels, and Happineſs is as much a Stranger to t IA ++ 
as at the beginning of their Search. Whereas if t +1 
Cares were directed 2right, firſt to find. out wherdiſ . 
Happineſs conſiſts, and then to contend for it Ad. 
their utmoſt Diligence, they might attain to the ?WMW.,1; 


ſeſſion of it with much lets Pains than they ui 
take to wander from it. In order therefore to reg ＋ 1 
late our Purſuit of it, and to make our Eudeavo ibly 
after it become ſucceſsful, let us enquire into Hrhe 


Truth of theſe following Maxims. | put 
1. True Felicity can never be found without Matis 
Contentment. | ſed 
2. True Content ment cannot poſſibly ſubfiſt with ſad 
Peace of Conſcience. eaſed 
3. Peace of Conſcience is inſeparably annexed, to a Wi; ,, 


ligious Life and Converſation. 


. — P * . 9 | it 18 
All which Conſiderations, if aN true, 
0 


ethir 


evidently make out that Propofition laid down, I. ry to 
a Religious Converſatiog, is the only thing indiſpenſl very 
neceſlary, in order to the Attainment of True Fel, An. 
1. then I affirm, That True Felicity can never I Pe 
found without True Contentment, dn thi 
What other Notion of Happineſs can we enter ur 
but that inward Complacency which we take, Wet ce. 
we find our Condition agreeable to our Delires, Noe is 
that our Wiſhes are not extended beyond our Eten me 
ments? Vet this is the Effect of a True Contenu, tha 
whole proper, Office and Character it is, to curd Wryz,,., 
reſtrain our unruly Appetites, and to, confine UW I ag 
within thoſe Bounds which Providence has aſl ably 


them; for as long as any of theſe are craving 
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fatizfied, ſo long is the Man reſtleſs and unealy, 
far 1s he removed from True Contentment. Since 
rrefore Happineſs does undoubtedly conſiſt in the 
jtableneſs of our Circumſtances, with our Deſires 


ug Expectations, it is equally promoted, and as et- 

by | tually compleated, whether Providence enlarges our 
* oyments to the Extent of our Wiſhes, or whether we 
n 


tract our Deſires to the Narrowneſs of our Enjoyments e 
id this is the Reaton, why thoſe very Things per- 
the Happineſs of ſome, which cannot make u 


-0 the 
11 tht 


w here > Felicity of others; becauſe the former are po- 
3 q d of that Content ment which the latter want, and 
the |! 


oY hout which True Felicity can never be found. 
1d 2 | 

-0 re. I affirm further, That True Contentment cannot 
eavoſhnbly ſubſiſt without Peace of Conſcience. 

into The Stings of an accufing Conſcience are too ſha 

| pungent, to be born with any degree of Eaſe 
Satisfaction; and that miſerable Wretch who is 
ſed to its Laſhes, cannot be ſo inſenfible of his 
n ſad Conclition, as not earneſtly to deſire to be 
eaſed from them; he cannot but pant after that 
to aer and Tranquility of Mind, with Which a wounded 
t 18 incompatible, and muſt conſequently aim at 


zat 7 


w1itho 


rue, 


a ething which he is not poſſeſt of; which is con- 
n: d the Nature of True Content ment, by which 
po 10 very Wiſhes are regulated according to our Condi- 
ge LEN 


And therefore to ſuppoſe a Man contented with- 
never t Peace of Conſcience, is to imagine a Man at Eaſe 
mn the Engine of his Torture, or Happy and IWell- 


intern ſed under the moſt intollerable Circumſtances. As a 

Ke, Wer Conſcience is a continual Refreſhment, 10 a mound- 

1reS, 0% is a perpetual Uneaſineſs , and therefore, True 

ur Een ment can no more ſubfiſt without Peace of Conſci- 

2 than True Felicity can be found without True 
urbt 


tent ment. But, 
1 affirm yes farther, That Peace of Conſcience is in- 
itably annexed, to a Keligious Life and Conver ſa. 


A. Conſcience 


ine | 
s aflig 


win 
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from their Performance : Whereas on the contrary 


Action which we have purpoſely omitted, ever 
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Conſcience is that inward judgment which we pa{; 
upon Things; and the Peace of it reſults from the 
due Conformity of our Actions, with that smpartid 
Court of Judicature Which is erected within us: Thu 
if our Proceedings are juſt and laudable, we hay 
nothing from within that claſhes with or contradi& 
them; but our Souls give an inward Approbatio 
to them, and we find a ſenſible Satisfaction ariſt 


if we commit Things blamable and unlawful, w. 
feel an inbred Principle that thwarts and oppoſ 
us; Conſcience flies in our Faces, and proteſts again 
them: For God has not left himſelf without a Wi 
meſs in our Hearts, which bears Teſtimony to thi 
Reatonableneſs of his Injun&ions ; and performs bot 
Parts of Judge and Executioner, by puniſhing as well 2 
cenfuring our Diſobedience to them. 1 go00 


wilful Tranſgreſſion committed by us, expoſes u 
to the Laſhes of this Domeſtick Tormentey ; and nothin 
can preſerve us from the Terrors of it, but a Li 
that is Innocent and Inoffenſive : Conſcience may in 
deed be aſleep in the wicked Man, and ſo for ſom 
time let his Sins paſs unpuniſhed ; but it will cer 
tainly awaken one time or another, it will rouze it ſi 
as 4 Giant refreſhed with Wine, and make ſad Amend 
for its former Drowzineſs Nor can we give the Title « 
Peace to this dull Security, any more than that of Re, 
fupid Lethergy That Man therefore is only poſſeſs de 
Pe act of Conſcience, who has generally applied himſeꝶ; 
to a Religious Converſation ;, and has conſtantly exerci/ 
himſelf iu this, to have a Conſcience void of Offence reward 
God and towards Man. 
Thus have we ſeen the undeniable Truth, of the 
three great Maxims which I formerly laid down, a. tn ; 

we find the Concluſion which ariſes Cont them to | 
This That ſince Peace of Conſcience can no other wile 
obtained, but by a Religious Life and Converſation ; ſiut 
True Content ment can never ſubſiſt unleſs it be 2 
a 1 


| 
. 


— 


nied with Peace of Conſcience ;, nor True Felicity be ever 
und, but in the bleſſed Society of true Contentment 3 
erefore a Religious Converſation demonſtratively ap- 


der to the Attainment of true Felicity. Which is the 
| Propoſition laid down to be proved. I proceed to 
e Proof of my 


Second Propoſition, namely, That the greateſt and 


"eg pſt uſual Hinderance of a Religious Converſation, is our 
2 0 ing too much troubled and careful about worldly Things. 
* We cannot at the ſame time ſerve God and Mammon 


cannot make any inordinate Applications to the 

ings of this World, which will not clog and incumber 
Win our ſearch after Happineſs The Paths are wholly 
Wierent, which lead to the one and to the other 
d it is a ridiculous Contradiction, to pretend to go 


den o contrary ways at the ſame time; as many Steps as 
hy þ advance towards the one, ſo many do we remove 
| uch r ſelves from the other; and by how much the 


Wer we apply our ſelves to this World, by ſo much 
e more do we eſtrange our ſelves from God and Good- 
. What makes our Churches ſo thinly frequented, 


compariſon of the Numbers that might reſort unto 
m, eſpecially at the more ordinary times of Divine 

te Nice? But too cloſe an Attendance upon worldly Bu- 
7 b ſs and an unwarrantable Care ſulneſi for the Concern- 


i ſo contracted, when the Objects that ſhould excite 
" oy ſo numerous and ſo moving? But too great a 
,, for the Things of this World, and a faulty Sol- 
"ae for the Morrow? What prompts ſome Men 
© +þo injuſtice and a vitious Subtilty in their Dealings, to 
7 ler mine theirCompetitors in Intereſt or Preferment ? 


mY we alluring Proſpe& of Temporal Advantage, and 
ſel Profit which accrues from over-reaching their Bro- 

nb ind t? What makes others repine againſt the Diſpenſa- 
7 
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” 
= o 
% 
„ n f 3 — — —Ä— MU ˙ en 
3 — 4 —— ——ñ—j—ñ— A 
W; r 4 


oughout all the Extent of this Populous Kingdom, 


nts of this Life ? What makes our Charity ſo cold 


s of Providence, when it thwarts their Deſigns, 
ints their Contrivances ? But the Tender- 
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neſs which they have for the Enjoyments of this Life, 1 
too Anxious à Concern for the Security of them ? We: 
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not theſe the 1 Hinderances of our Religious Conver| 
tion, we ſhould uſually prefer the Churchot God, befq 


the Places of our worldly Buſineſs or idleDiverfions; And 
mould ſtretch out our Hands largely to our neceſſitatWron 
Brethren ; we ſhould be juſt and upright in our on 
- tual Commerce; and ſhould never repine againſt GoWwho 
good Pleaſure, but chearfully ſubmit to whatever Wot © 
impoſes. This then is that Poyſon which corrupt the; 
Liſe- Blood of Piety, and ſheds its rank Infection througMlet t 
out every Vein. And that becauſe it is ſupported Till 
Two agreeable Qualifications; 1ſt, That it is Diver) 
ſal; and 2dy, That it is Plauſible : For That is veto t 
likely to have a prevailing Influence, which is forcilM reſi! 
recommended by the general Practice, and has not to n 
in it ſelt that may frighten us from the Purſuit of ad 
1. Then; Our being too much - troubled and car: 2 
a ont worldly Things, is a very great Hinderance to ffff ly 7 
Religious Converſation, becauſe it is a Fault that is ver / 
Vniver ſal- 1 
Nothing gives more Courage or Confidence to I cart 
ety, nothing makes it to be profeſſed more bare fa as 
ly and avowedly, than its being once become c://on gui 
and familiar, and ſupported by the number of its Hei 
ctit ioners . Virtue grows almoſt out of Countenance Go! 
being ſingular; and few will court her for her Na or 
Beauty, when the vogue of the World ſeems to vor 
againſt her. But in what do Men more generally ::ſ tro: 
in what do their uſually differing Opinions more cau 
nanimouſli/ con-center ? Than in applying themſeſ tha 
with the greateſt Induitry, to the Conceruments and to 
vantages of this preſent World ? Do they not all conti tha 


with a kind of Rivalſhip, which ſhall moſt emine Su 
promote their ſecular Intereſt ; whilſt the Means fro 
Methods for advancing in true Piety, are in the . ſel! 
. While neglected and overlook d? For when once abl 
have given themſelves leave, to let the World one 
with Ge in their Hearts; it will not be long be ma 
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at will take the abſolute and entire Poſſeſſion of them 
hecauſe the Offers which it makes, are ſenſible and pre- 


onver Went, and ſo apter to influence unwary Minds, than 
, befMWhe Promiſes of ſuch Benefits as are chiefly in Reverſion. 


ons: A nd becaule alſo God is tempted to withdraw himſelf 
fitatWrom them, who let ſuch empty Vanities ſtand in 
ur n{WCompetition with him. And when even thoſe few, 
| GoMWwho have a truer Notion of Religion, tee the Current 
ever of Opinion to go wholly ayain{t chem; how often are 
ups they perſwaded to ſwim with the Stream, and to 


let their Practices be agreeable to thoſe of other Men! 
rted WW Till thoſe Practices at laſt over-rule and prejudice their 
very Jude ments, and make even them conformable to 
to the Conceptions of the Multitude : So hard it is to 
reſiſt the Contagion of il! Fxample ! So difficult a thing 
to walk upright and unblamable, in the midſt of a preverſe 
and crooked Generation! But, | 85 
2, Our being too much careful and troubled about world- 
ly Things, is a very great Hinderence to a Religious Con- 
verſation, becauſe it is a Fault extreamly plauſible. 
This over-concern for Things Temporal, does not 
carry along with it any ſuch ſcandalous Appearance, 
as may ſhock our Nature at the ficſt View ; but diſ- 
guiſes it ſelf under the tolerable ſemblance of a becomin 
Heedfulneſs and Proviſion for the future; and all thoſe 
Goſpel-Precepts which only ſtrike at a ſtupid Careleſneſs, 
or an exceſſive Prodigality; ſhall be interpreted in fas 
your of this culpabe Anxiety, and wreſted to the Pa- 
tronage of theſe Proceedings: Thus, for inſtance, be- 
cauſe he that provides not for his Family, is ſaid to be worſs 1 
than an Infidel; therefore all Chriſtianity ſhall be made 
to conſiſt in careful) making ſuch a Proviſion: And he 
that by buſy ing himſelf continually, to encreaſe his 
Subſtance or advance his Fortune, withdraws his Thoughts } 
from the Entertainments of Religion; ſhall think him- 
ſelf in the mean time a very honejt 11m, and but allow- Mt 
ably employ'd in the Duties of his Calling. And when 
once the Devil gets ſuch an Advantage of us, as to 
make us miſtake our Faitings for Perfetions ; to think 
| h ve 


is ve 
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not 
it of 
car 
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| 1 groſs and infamous, or by the Commiſſion of thoſe that 
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thren in a Bargain, or ſupplant them in ſome Place of 


Chriſtian-Standard? He muſt either renounce the for- 
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Angels, free from all Occafions of Worldly Conyeni- 
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ve are doing but what we ought, when we are perform. WF h 
ing his Work and my ; he then has us in the con- Me: 
dition which he is beſt able to improve, and which will © The 
render his Temptations more probably ſucceſsful: For it e 


is all one to him, if he can but ruin us, whether he accom- h 


pliſhes our Deſtruction, by ſuch Tranſgreſſions as are 


have a more favourable Appearance : And I queſtion not, 
but he perſwades many, that it is a tollerable Artifice, | 
in order to grow Rich or Great, to defraud their Bre- 


Honour or Advantage; who would be ſtartled at the 
Thoughts of a violent Robbery, tho that is full as ex- 
cuſable in the fight of God. But how ſhall he who 
thus gives himfelf the Liberty to a& contrary to the 
Rules and Dictates of Religion, endure to take himſelf | 
ſeriouſly to task, and examine his Proceedings by the 


mer, or wave the latter; and the Shame which muit 
attend ſuch pious Reflections, will be as apt to deter 
him from entring upon them, as the preſent Advan- | 
tage of the Courſe he is engag'd in, will contribute to 
retain and to confirm him in That. Thus, whether 
we conſider the Univerſal Extent of this ſpreading Vice, 
or the Plauſibleneſs of that Semblance which it puts on, to 
deceive with; we find our being too much careful and 
eroubled about Worldly Things, to be a very great Hinder- 
ance to a Religious Converſation , Which was the ſecond 
Propoſition that we were to eſtabliſh. I go on to the 
Conſideration of the 

Third and faft Propoſition 3 namely, To examine 


bew far we may attend to the Things of this World, Nie 


without ſuffering them to prejudice a Religious Conver f4- 


tion. hope 


While we are in this World, and have a Body to 2 
take care of, we cannot be exempted from a due Con- MW\" 
wern for it; and God, who has not made us like the 


ences; does not expect that we ſhould, like * End 
5 8 ; ; 8 
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wholly unaffeted with Concernments of that Na- 


— re: He only requires thus much at our Hands, that 
wil De ſhould keep within the Boundaries of Reaſon and 
_ I. and not ſuffer that Care, which is very praiſe- 
om. Worthy, when duly re ulated, to degenerate into a 


Win, by ſwelling to a Bulk unnatural and extravagant. 
order therefore ſo to govern our Actions, as that 
ur Attention to the Things of this World, may be con- 


fice, ſtant with a Religious Converſation, let us make ule of 
re. Ihe following Directions. 5 

+ of 1- Let us not contend for them out of their due 
the Prader. 


2. Let us not deſire them beyond their juſt Meaſure. 
And 

3. Let us not purſue them with an over-eagerneſs. 

1. Then, that our Purſuit of worldly Things may be 


mu Fonſiſtant with a Religious Converſation ; let us not con- 
for- end for them out of their due Order. We muſt not 
nuſt zive them the highe#t place in our Aflections, which 
eter have only a Title to the loweſt, in prejudice of thoſe 
ak. hich Gould be fought before them. He that makes 
e to Niches his chief Aim, and Piety his next, will never. 
her (cordially embrace the latter, or have a Bleſſing upon 


the former: The Miſer's Leſſon in the Poet, Querenda 
ecunia primum eſt, Virtus poſt Nummos, to ſeek Money firſt 
and Piety afterwards, may be a ſound Aphoriſm in the 
Covetous Man's Politicks, but will never hold in Chriſti- 


or. an Ethicks : Our Saviour has given us the Reverſe of 
the that Rule ; Seek ye firſt (fays he) the Kingdom of God and 
lis Righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 
une (Our earlieſt Application muſt be for ſpiritual Advan= 
ld, Nrages; when we have fully diſcharged our Duty in 
25 that Particular, we may then not only lqwfully but 
hopefully and ſucceſsfully, apply our ſelves to the ſeeking 
- to Her worldly Things ;, ſince we are not barely allowed to 
. do ſo, but, are promiſed that they ſhall be added unte us. 
"the And what now can be more reaſonable; than that the 
eni- ler a part of a compounded Being, ſhould have its 
em, Ends ferved and its Occaſions provided for, before 
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the Inferiour One That the Soul's Intereſt ſhould be 
confulted before the Body's. What is more agreeable 
to the Rules of Prudence; that firſt to ſecure to out 
ſelves our chief Advantages, before we attend to ſuch 
as are meaner, to endeavour to make ſure of everlaſting 
Happineſs, rather than of ſuch Enjoyments as are but 
tranſrory? And yet this is all that God requires at our 
Hands, that we would give him the Preference 
above this World; and not prepoſteroufly ſet thoſe 
Things upper moſt which Nature as well as Religion has 

placed infinitely beneath him. But, 
2. That our Endeavours after the Things of thi, 
World may not be incompatible with a Religious Corver- 
fation ;, let us not defire them beyond their juſt A. 
fare. He that gives himſelf the Liberty of letting | 
foofe his Deſires, will find them enlarged by that which 
ſhould have ſatisfied them, and become more ravenout 
the more they are pamper d, like a dropſical Man, that 
the more he porrs down, does but nouriſh his Diſtem- 
and make his Thirſt more Violent. When our 
Wiſhes and Expectations have once paſſed thoſe bound 
and limits, which God and Nature have appointed 
for them ; they have nothing then to reſtrain their 
Licjentiouſnets, they will ſtil! be craving and {till w- Þ 
ſatisfied. Indeed the Neceſſaries and the Conveniencies 
of this Life, we may (in their due Subordination to 
Things better) both ſafely and commendably endea- 
wur to attain to; but whatever is beyond this, is 
s ane extravagant; and tho ſometimes they 
may be poſſeſſed without forfeiting our Innocence, yet 
> they can never be made the aim of our Purſuit, with- 
Saut ſuch a Sollicitude as is in no wile juſtifiable. To 
male Prouiſion for the Fleſh, to ſupply it's Neceſſities, is 
the proper Duty of a Man and a Chriſtian, but to ful- 


Wo fl the Lufts thereof, is only the Employment of a Beaſt 


and an Epicure And they have a great Account to make 
up hereafter, to whom God has given a large ſhare of 
the Things of this World; ſince every Miſmanage- 
_ tz. ment 
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nent and Abuſe of thoſe Talents, will certainly one 
IDay be urged againſt them. How unreaſonably, then 


loes that Man act, who induſtriouſly aims at the Pe 
ſeſſion of ſuch things, as are apt to enſnare him to 
make il uſe of them; and yet muſt be ſeverely reckon- 
ed for if they are ſo miſuſed. The Apoſtle adviſes, 
That having Food and Rayment (which imply all the 
Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life, according to that 
tation in which God has been pleaſed to fix us) 


promiſed bountifully to afford us, who will not take 
leſs care of 26, than he does of the Kavens and the 
Lillies of the Field: And a Proviſion of this kind which 
anſwers all our Wants, will cnable us to ſerve him chear- 


Dich and without Diſtraction; whereas our Endeavours 
after extravagant Enjoyments , 


will but unſettle our 
Thoughts and divert them from our Duty. But, 

3. That our Carefulneſs for the Things of this World, 
may not ſhock our Religious Converſation ; let us not 
purſue them with an over-eagerneſs. Too great a Fand- 
neſs for things of this Nature, is always attended 
with an equal Indiſſerence, for ſuch as are more truly 
valuable in themſelves; and we rob Devotion of fo 


much warmth, to keep up the Heat of theſe extravagant 


Deſires, By indulging this Humour, we are led in- 


ſenſibly, to confine our Deſires to thoſe only Objects; 
and by being roo earneſt in the Purſuit of them, we 
too often grow careleſs of all things elle. For how can 
we think of diſengaging our ſelves from thoſe Enjoy- 
ments, Which gur Souls are ſo very eagey to poſſeſs ? 
How can we reſolve to lay down all, if Gd and Religion 
ſhould require it at our Hands, when we ſuffer our 
ſelves to be thus r:iverred to them, by the Tenency and 


Earneſtneſs of our ungovernable Wiſhes. It is impoſſible 
that Devotion ſhoul 


or that Two, whole Maxims are ſo very contradittery, 
ſhould find a hearty Welcome within the ſame Bo- 
lome. If then we deſign to keep up a Converſation, 
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we ſhould therewith be contented. Theſe things God has 


have any true Intereſt there, 
Where the World (its Enemy) is fo ſtronly affected, 
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Propoſition we were to enquire into. 


I have proved, 2dly, That roo much Trouble and Care 


beyond their juſ# Meaſure, nor perſuing them with an 


Application, and ſo I ſhall conclude... And, 


verlant in the other ? How unreaſonably then do thoſe 


True Felicity: Now to this, nothing (you ſee) can _ 
| | . du 
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that may be Religious and Unblamable; we muſt curb thy 
Violenee of our Deſires, in relation to Temporal Things 
and not ſuffer the bent of our Minds any Aﬀe&ions, 
to be carried towards them with an over-ſendne(; 
Thus if we take care for the Things of this World, ir 
their own dee Order, within their juſt bound, and} 
without too great an Eagerneſs, we may ſafely attend 
to the Enjoyment of them, without any prejudice ti 
a Religious Converſation. Which is the third and laf 


And now [| have gone over the three general Heads 
which laid down as the Subject of my preſent Dil 
courſe; and have ſhewn in the firft that a Ralzgiou 
Converſation, is the only thing indiſpenſably neceſlaryis 
in order to the Attainment of true Felicity; and that 
becauſe true Happineſs is the effect of true Content ment 
which cannot be obtained without Peace of Conlcienct, 
which is the neceſſary Reſult of a Religious Converſation, 


fulneſs for the Things of this World, is a great Hinderanc 
to a Religious Converſation becauſe it is a Fault that 
is grown ſo Univerſal, and that puts on ſo fair an 
plauſible an Appearance. And I have examined, 3dly 
and laſtly, How far we may attend to the Things of this 
World, without ſuffering them to prejudice a Rel:grou 
Converſation, Which we may, by never contending 
for them out of their own due Order, nor deſiring them 


over-earneſineſs. I beg leave to add a Word or two ol 


_ Firſt, Is Religion the neceflary Forerunner of Happ. 
neſs, and cannot one be attained to but by being con- 


Men act, who deſire the End, and yet neglect the 
Means] There is no Man amongf us, but what wiſhes 
to be happy; we have Longings after it implanted in 
our very Nature; unleſs then we will act contrary to 
the Digates of That, we muſt endeavour and aim at 


_- 


TEES * 


= OAT WTR p : 
* „ 


- 55 * | * EY 2 * 2 n * ' 
27 i or Pars — "I - 
by, 16 ASEKMON Preaef before, Fe. | 


— — 


„ 


them with ſuch Caution, as may ſecure to us til 
good Things of this Life, without forfeiting our Tig 
to the Enjoyments of a better. Let our Care be fir td 
rected to the Attainment of ſuch Things, as are ma 
truly valuable and defirable ; let our Deſires of Tens 
poral Bleſſings be confined within the Bounds of a du 
and becoming Moderation; and let theſe worldly Thing 
be never fought for by us, with too great 4 Fondne/; 2 
too enger 4 Purſuit : So ſhall we make the Things o. 
World uſeful and ſubſervient to the Advantages of a» 
ther, which, otherwiſe managed, would be prejudic2 
to them; ſo may we make that Wealth a means of r1 
fing us up, which would elſe prove an occaſion of in; 
Ay falling. Thus ſhall we enjoy the Bleſſings of bus 

orlds, by not ſuſfering the Baſer of them to ous 
rival the Nobler; we may through God's Aſſiſtand 
ſo paſs through Things Temporal, as that finally we 
not the Things which are Eternal; we may at once be di 
careful for the Concerns of this Life, and yet not Hegi 
the One Thing needful. To God the Father, Son, an 
Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons but one God, be afcribÞ 

all Honour, Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominic: 
henceforth 5 for evermore. Amen. 
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